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TAKING STOCK OF A SEASON

THAT IS NOW HALF SPED

The first halt of the theatrical season
of Is about over and the timo for
the midseason stocktaking has ar-
rived Frankly it has not been so far
as Wellington la concerned a particu-
larly brilliant beginning though there
have been some very bright spots in it
And rumors of great things doing in
Now York have drifted southward full
of pleasant promise for Washington
later In the season or perchance next
reason

I own here there have been a few
distinctly tiresome plays which really
seemed to have no sufficient excuse for
existence Some of them be it said

to exist shortly after starting on
their travels We have had any num-

ber of pleasant little plays the sort
that help to pass the time away but
leave no lasting impression And we
have had at least one unpleasant big
play In The Great Divide which af-

ter being unmercifully scored by all of
the Washington papers except Tho
Times and equally illtreated in Pitta
burg has become one of the pronounced
hits of the New York season

As to The Great Divides being most
artistically presented there can be no
question As to the desirability of pre-

senting It at all there must be much
That it is strong full of vitality grip-

ping in its interest is beyond doubt
It Is not a question of morality it is a
question of taste The Great Divide
la moral to a degree but it is terribly
embarrassing There are subjects that
lie at the very roots of life fit subjects
for serious discussion with our nearest
and dearest in moments of rare inti-
macy and selfrevealing that are
scarcely fit subjects for the theater
Merely as an expression of personal
opinion of course The Great Divide
forced them upon the attention of its
audience and from my own personal
point of view that sort of thing is quite
unnecessary Moreover it must be ad
mitted at once that The Great Divide
which has succeeded so brilliantly In

New York is not by a good deal The
Great Divide which in spite of the
tremendous discussion it called forth
played to empty seats here and in Pitts
burg Mr Miller and Miss Anglin
profited by their experience on the road
and cut and pared and pruned and re
wrote and revised so that when they
opened in New York in place of the
Lard hunks of language which had been
hurled at them they received an ova

tionThere have been some bright spots
pome productions that were big with
out being unpleasant that the mere
having seen is to have permanently en
riched the memory and for these the
spot light has shifted around from one
theater to another The National has

Vila Allens

Behind the Footlights-

Here is an announcement from the
Belasco that should be of general in
terest

Owing to the unprecedented demand

fr seats for the engagement of
Iavid Warfleld in The Music Master

t the Belasco Theater the manage
ment while desiring to 7ive all
patrons an equal opportunity to secure
oats linda that this Uitentlon cannot

L carried out i mail or telephone
orders are accepted Therefore no
reservation of any nature will be
made The seat salt will open Thurs-
day January 18 at 9 a m at the
bUr office Respectfully

STODDARD TAYLOR
Manager

Grace George who comes to the
National shortly with Clothes lots
of em and beauties is preparing for
some special performances of lbsens

The Lady from the Sea and The
Wild Duck and Sardous Divorcons
during her return engagement in New
York this spring

William Gillette net wholly satis
fud with his record as a dramatist for
the regular theater has been writing
a oneact play for the vaudevilles to
be called The Red Owl This piece
will je stage managed and produced
by the his own expense
and will be quite the most elaborate
tiling In iU line that yet
brought to the attention of vaude-
ville supporters There wont be very
much in It in way of profit for
Mr Gillette but he will be
it he adds Another artistic success

list
Henry E Dixey hopes to perfect ar-

rangements now In progress by
which he with present next summer
burlesque written by himself and in
which he will act piece is in
part a travesty on famous Shake
joarean scenes and parts The plan
t j present it at the Garrick In Chicago
next summer doubtless by way of

out If it goes well it will
undoubtedly be taxes elsewhere next

Prank C Payne the mot
and effective publicity rromot r

n the theatrical world gone en
ahead of Henry W Savages Eng-

lish reduction of Puccinis Madam
Butterfly

James T rowers says two
great responsible for the ma-
jority of trouble in this world are

love of dry goods

Eddie Foy who is to appear at
Belasco next week in a return engage
went of The Karl and the Girl
which has nerved him well for two
years is to have a new play shortly

Is scheduled to appear hi New York
it the Majestic Theater at an early
date In The Orchid

David Belasco is said to be at work
a new play for David WartteW in

which the noted character actor will
probably open the new Stuyvesaat The
ater ra New York next September

Viola Allen has been playing Cymbe
fine in Boston It is noted that William
Jefferson Winter is out of the east
Alexander Calvert slaying the part o-
iPosthnmua His impersonation BUNt
have been similar to Mr Winters sine
it is characterised by the Boston paper
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production and Annie Russells Mid-
summer Nights Dream both of them
delightful to see and pleasant to remem-
ber The Belasco has given us a Sothcrn
Marlowe week with three beautiful pro-
ductions to linger long in the memory
and establish new standards for future
comparison The Columbia has given
us Madame Butterfly one of the
most exquisitely beautiful productions
whether one regards It musically
dramatically or merely plctorially that
has ever been put on the stage Apart
from these there have been any num-
ber of productions that were very well
worth while productions that were
rather above the average productions
that would appeal oven to those who
do not regard the theater merely as an
aid to digesting dinner or to escaping
thought the real music of The Student
King Mlle Modiste The

and Just this last week
of the Albambra swing and

action and rollicking liveliness of The
Vanderbilt Cup tho humor of Francis
Wilsons Mountain Climber and Dal
las Welfords Mr Hopkinson and
the spirit of youth and romance in Mary
Mannerings Glorious Betsy and Hcr
ry Woodruffs Brown of Harvard
and a delicate something which was none
of these in Ethel Barrymores Alice
SitbytheFlre On the whole there
seem to have been more that was
worth while in the last tour months
than one would be inclined to give them
credit for

The biggest week from the artistic
point of view came about the middle of
November with the SothernMarlowe
company at the Belasco Ethel Barry
moro

f at the National Dallas Welford-
as Mr Hopkinson and that in its
own line was the choicest thing that has
over been here and was not half ap
preciated at the Columbia and Mrs
Langtry at Chases The biggest we k
from the box office standpoint waf
Thanksgiving week with Glorious
Betsy at the National The Belle of
London Town at the Belasco and

The Old Homestead at the Columbia
all doing a capacity business though-
no one of them was by any means the
best offering that its respective theater
had made

It is a pity that so large a proportion-
of the public does regard the theater-
as a means of digesting dinner and

escaping thought But the fact re-

mains that it does arid so long as it
does musical comedy which is most
of It pretty poor music and mighty
thin comedy too frequently a combina
tion of horse play and vulgarity girls
glitter and gags will pay better than
serious drama artistic comedy or real
music The Ham Tree draw
larger houses than Madam Butterfly
Theodore Kremer will address a
audience than William Shakespeare-

M McD

as not fortunate Howard Gould re-
places J H Gilmour as laehimo and ap-
pears to have made a good impression

Clyde Pitch announces that his new
play The Straight Road ls a story
of real life Real life is much stranger
than fiction says Mr Fitch and it
is real Ute that I am endeavoring to
set worth in this play There is

a family In New York that tragedy
hoe not laid its compelling hand upon
and still the members of that do
not shriek to high heaven when the
crisis occurs Blanche Walsh will pro-
duce the play at the Astor Theater Jaruary 7 She is to create a type of slum
girl

The chorus ladles at the New York
Hippodrome are going in for higher
education by studying French during
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their leisure Miss Eugenie Omeni
a French girl who loads the seaweed m
the of Neptunes Daughter has
organised a class which meets every
day from 12 to 1 in the large chorus
dressing room at the Hippodrome

there are a round dozen in the
class and several more are thinking of
joining Omenaa charge for tui-

tion is fill cents a week from each and
a this places the French language
within the price of all she expects to
do a rushing business

Talk about the elevation of the stage
Well I gneiss

It is said that the Augustla Daly estate

retaining the name of Dalys Theater
when the playhouse passes under their
control next May

Augustus Thomas has expanded his
Lams Club A Constitutional

ballet
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Point into a fouract play to be called
The Winning Time It will be pro-

duced in the spring

Marie George Iras made another hit
In London by her clever work as Ruth
In the new Drury Lane pantomime

Slnbad the Sailor The Christmas
pantomime at Drury Lane is an

as necessary to the enjoyment of
the season us Santa Claus or a Christ-
mas tree and this years production is
said to be one of the most gorgeous I

the history qf London theatricals

Estelle Wentworth Iocs singer who
was soon here early in the
the nrfjnz donna of The Girl
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and the Governor with Jefferson De
Aiuelis has been temporarily trans-
ferred to the cast of A Parisian
Model in which Anna Held Is Marring
The DeAngelis is resting

opening

From metropolitan newspapers It ap
pears that Ethel Levey the wife of
George Cohan musical comedy in
apparently not to spend the winter
in Florida as she announced several
weeks ago when she withdrew from
her husbands company Site is

for tour in vaudeville which
will Jn four weeks The expected
bus happened Ethel is out for a
vorce from candy

Heports from New York lt week
say that Frances Ring was recently
iivirried to Thomas Meighan of The
college Widow cesnpany Ring
was here the week of the season

the New National Theater with Man
nd HUt A ei which went out oC

badness shortly after leaving the
itpital

Louise Gunning will have the principal

iminine role in The Girl Behind the
Counter and H is darkly hinted that
a comedian whp is now playing
straight comedy will be cast for the
chief male role In other words It looks
as it Raymond Hitchcock may return
to musical comedy before the

is half over Louise Gunning is now

the prima donna with Veronlquc

Julian Mitchell will the new

piece

At last all doubt as to just what Mrs

Carter is really and truly going to do Is

about to be for it has been
announced tuat her season In Cleo
wfll open January 31 Another surprise-

is the return to her suppdrt of Char-

les A Stevenson her old leading man
Both are exceedingly interesting an-

nouncements in view of late gossip
this very erratic and auburn

haired star

You never would lane Eddie Foy for
a farmer now would But

in New Rochelle N Y Is a
iarnv with growing and chickens
cows and piggies Pay spends his

wife and the seyen
stay there all the year round Foy

is in constant touch with the farm and
when Mrs Foy roporfyi that Willie or
Susie has had a touch of or
that she suspects Jehnny has been
smoking cigarettes behind barn or

fJSJAYtWJ-
tZItYJJAlO II lfi-
WE TIe 7iJll9Y AlVlJ YllY1-

J71CAP1ll1Y

cOmpany
awaiting a York

a

Miss
lust

In

dispel

snug

his

l

the croup

2 h

1

q

t ii i

1iltuYf vo vraP
v a

New

std

pre-

paring

kid

tit

season

stage

tl

con-

cerning

you far-
away

craters

vacations kid-

dies

the

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

<

=

TWJZffl Ml Tffi O L-

IfflASCO

ZjJJJ TOY

co co-

r

that the cow gone on
her alfalfa or that worms the f
sea serpents are raising hob with the
tomato patch then there Is black dread
in the heart of FRY and he it hard
to be funny

Julia Marlowe and E H Sothern
probably matte thejr initial apaea anci
at the Waldorf Theater London h

The Road to Yesterday They
opened negot1aUOM for the English
rights to the play

When D wight EUnendorf begins
Lenten series of at the New
National Theater he will divide Nor
way into two lectures one of them
b devoted Norway groper aid the
other the tilte of The Land of the Mid

j tiffnt Sun or aouthepv Norway If
I
th mall orders that are pouring into
New National Theater may be taken as

criterion it i evident that the Lenten

the eriei jut de4-

A nftldD Iy Ha purchased the act
Irg tights of dUaile Frederick Nlrdl-
CBger published play Washingtons
Defeat

Mist Mae Washington girl
a popular member The Earl and

the Girt company Miss Marinan ap-
pearol here as Gladys the
lispinG girl in The at
the

Four months of enthusiastic
houses at the Empire Theater New
York demonstratod that John has
ft genuine success in His House In
Order now running on the road head
ed this way It is one of time bl g t
plays Plnero has ever written Mr
Drews polished intellectual style and
the he brings to dramatic mo
menu when necessary Und full employ
ment In the role of the exdiplomat who
espoused the of a persecuted

wife When he persuades this
young wife who is in a bitter conflict
with the relatives pf her husbands dca

to sUe up incrlmlnatinff letters
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E S WILLARD in The Middleman

against the character of her predecessor
the great sacrifice is accomplished in a
scene said to be of tremendous pathos
and power Margaret Illlngton who

the young wife depicts her It is
declared In her varying emotional
phases with a strong apprecia-
tion of qualities and in a manner
that always carries sympathy of the
audience

George Alexander has obtained the
English rights to DArcy of the
Guards for ultimate presentation at
his London theater Just when this will
l e Is hard to say as His House In

continues to be a phenomenal auo
Alexander with

a play by Alfred Sutro

There were over too members of the
profession present at the New National
Theater last Wednesday afternoon to
witness the of The Prince
of India matinees at this

are fast profes-
sional matinees nearly every week at-
tracting a large number of players In
the city

Adele Ritchie who retired from the
cast of The Social Whirl It
left New York for a road tour is going
Into vaudeville She will open her

next Monday night at
Proctors FRth Avenue
York

When Richard Carle the star of The
Spring Chicken travels around the

her
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Wednesday
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country he invariably a
moved his i room In this h
hits on many a good in
foctious Peculiar Julia struck
him one time in a on night staad
Peculiar JUlia brought him

thousand dollars in royalties Henl
ways tries to figure out new tunes even
without any definite idea of the
eventual location When the tim
comes for him to write or stage a new
show and a certain situation present
Itself he goes to his trunk snd sees i

he has anything to fit ifc winter
lw bought a melody from a Clovelan
composer named LusR In Ute summer
he DUI words to it and Waiting
a Certain Girl by Victor
has proved to be the principal
song hits of The Spring Chicken

Tile Belasce Theater has agreed t
tie Public Education

party Its week fpi
every o Th Eari
and the Girl xcept that of NCV

Year night On all tickets sole
through the association or to s

purchaser presenting its card it Is t
be alj6wol sv percentage Card
are to be had from the Educatloi-
Aasociatlon IS 201 Second
northeast The lias fought
4n hfclRed to win batjles for highs
pav for teachers the establishment o
a juvenile court apd te ub lsloi
of jrrfpToyment agencies They
done AlPl f e 4 work In the District

now flghtltlg the child labor battle
and deserve all possible

Robert T Haines and Frank
hip two of the b6st actorH of
native stage boasts this season as
soclated with Grace C eorse In the Ifop
goodPollock Clothes In which
she will soon at tfce New Na-
tional Theater

Aubrey Holt at
actress of some prominence were

recently Boyplijault
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vllle but he hanged mind when tine
Jefferson contract was offered him

The many friends at Mrs James
Brown Potter with pleasure t
site Is on the to success a alit
and unless there Is some untoward Hap-

pening soon havo all her ftnftneisl
troubles behind her Pnttor fs at
present Giving fine
at each one of the many suburban

around London and with Char
lotto Corday already made
enough money to set up a modest

home I mean to build up my for
again sh tells all her frlorid

and It begins to look as If she would
succeed

WARFIELDS DOG ACTOR

PROVES TOO ARTISTIC

Few people will be ready tn concede
thrt quadrupeds leave a teflned sense
of qmotlon which Is generally regarded-
as an evidence of the superiority sf teen
kind over the animal kingdom There
ijj man however who serious
doubts on the subject and that man Is
David Warfluld the Herr von Berwlg of

The Music
Ever since the first night of the play

intelligent little terrier has been a
part of the cast making his appear-
ance twice during the perfcrmnnee in
the arms of Mary Bates who Imper-
sonates the kind old Houston street
landlady In the last act he is carried
on as von Barwig bids farewell la Ms
landlady and his longtime associates
preparatory to boarding ship for Ms
former home in Germany In this
the old music master shakes hands all
round and sympathetically pats the
little dog on the head and says goad
by to him along with the rest of Ms
friends Everybody weeps at this June
ture and the scene is one of the
touching in the play

A few nights ago a member of Mr
Belascos executive staff was in Phil
adelphia and noticed that the little
animal was not brought on In the

scene After the performance ha
asked Warfield why the dog was omit
ted

That dog said Warfleld solemnly
has developed such a realistic sense

o phatos that It was impossible to act
with him Ive hoard that Mr Bolasoo
once trained a cat to be a realistie
part of the performance of Shore
Acres but I didnt know that he had
been secretly developing the higher
expression of feeling in our pet deg-

I dont understand said the New
Yorker

Well said Warfleld the facts
these Every night when I said fare
well and patted his head the dog shared
In the general feeling of regret at my
departure and when the rest of us be-
gan to shed tears and sob the animal
would set up the most dismal lad
lugubrious howls you ever heard Noth-
ing that I or Mrs Bate could reason-
ably do would moderate his grief so
that failing to pacify ills turbulent
emotions we were obliged to leave hln
behind the scenes I honestly believe
that dog understood every word we
said and tried to act his part like the
rest of us It was all rlht except that
he overtaxed it and had not learned
Importance of repression of artistic
selfcontrol Ah added tIme actor
is an Intelligent little animal but un
til he stops tee weepy he willnever be a firstclass emotional
star

Stage Gossip From
The Great White Way

NEW YORK Dec season Isgetting Its socend wind as it
does after Christmas The f
the fail give way to what It is fondly
hoped be the successes of the

John Drew and His House in
left the Empire to make way

for the return of Maude Adams and
Peter Pan Madame Butterfly

fluttered away from the Garden and
Student King has erected his

throne there Henri De Vrles in The
Double Life replaced May
Irwins Mrs Wilson the Bijou
Webers Dream City has reopened
Weber Music Hall which has been dark
for ten during the rehearsals f
the new piece and Brown of Har-
vard In the person of Harry Woodruff
has come back to the Majestic

The two returning wanderers Peter
Pan and Brown of Harvard wer
naturally assured of a warm welcome
Each of the three novelties made
good though perhaps the that
nearest to disappointing expectations was
Rhinohart Roberts Doubts Life
presented by Henri De Vrlea which
may have the fault of the x vs-

tations The clever Dutch actor qrsateji
such a furor with Hevermapns A Qas
of Arson that the public
something equally as good But unfor-
tunately The Double Life is by a new
recruit to the ranks of the
chile A Case of Arson by a mas-

ter realist
The Double Life tells the f

a man of birth and fortune who
loses his memory as the result of an ac
oldent and lives twenty years as a com
mon minor when a sudden shock rer
stores him to the personality of his lost
youth In his two personalities the
teas been first a owner and then s
common miner his own mine and the

JM jnr
brings a happy outcome

strike ana matrimony to a capitalists
on who is in love with the miners

daughter r
Good acting does much to conceal

awkward construction and laekj o
plausibility in the play Idea is

one and treated might
ia

everywhere It shows that it is the
an amateur It is told simply

directly but there are spots where it te

bare to the verge oi crudity
But the certainly fulfills one of

its main purposes In furnishing a rare
artistic opportunity to Mr de Yrles
who again proved himself a thoroughly
good actor Hlg impersonation or Franz
Van Buren rtho becohios Joe Hartmana
the mine boss and then is restored te
himself again was eloquent
sijlhtle and true

gesture speech were aH In har-
mony first with the one character then
with the other In the supporting com-

pany several players do much for time

play Miss Truax is admirable as the
wife and In an wspoMtlon of conflict-
Ing emotions hope doubt and fear in
the moment o perplexity
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